
11 
www.njesr.com 

 

NJESR/December2020/Volume-2/Issue-12                            E-ISSN-2582-5836 

             DOI-10.53571/NJESR.2020.2.12.11-17 

                                        Interstate Border Disputes In The Northeast India 

                     Monojit Purkayastha 

                  Assistant Professor 

                     Department of Political Science 

                   Ramkishana Nagar College 

            Dt.Karimganj 

       Assam 
 (Received:10November2020/Revised:20November2020/Accepted:10December2020/Published:20December2020) 

Abstract 

This paper is an endeavour to examine the between state line debates in north-east India with 

uncommon reference to Assam-Nagaland line struggle in the line spaces of Golaghat area. The 

north-east locale of India containing eight states has been bit by bit changing into a clashing 

region that breaks the amicability between the states and furthermore subverts the idea of north-

east India as a prosperous and socially rich district of India. Because of some friendly, political 

and monetary issues, this north east India partitioned into different states which were under a 

similar umbrella at a time. In addition this paper will attempt to inspect the job of the public 

authority in regards to the above issue. Subsequently the above issues will be featured in the 

paper. 

Introduction 

North-east India is an outskirts area with normal lines with China, Bangladesh, Bhutan and so on 

This area slowly is changing into a setting for huge number of contentions that subvert the 

possibility of this district as a prosperous and socially rich locale of India. As of now the 

majority of the conditions of this locale with the exception of Tripura, Mizoram and Sikkim are 

influenced by certain issues like political brutality, rebellion, ethnic clash, highway questions 

emerging out of different political, social and monetary issues. The present political situation of 

North-East India uncovers the development of new types of contentions which are emerging 

from the absence of characterizing North-East India as a composite locale. These struggles not 

just influence the regional and political power of the Indian state, yet additionally the everyday 

routine individuals experiencing in the boundary regions in mysterious condition. The lone 

shared trait of the North - east individuals right now is the upheaval of inconsistent mentality 

against the arrangement of geological seclusion. The between state limit between Assam - 

Maghalaya, AssamNagaland and so on has stained the relations between these states and 

bringing about making a feeling of weakness in the personalities of individuals on one or the 
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other side of the boundary. The boundary issue among Assam and Meghalaya has endured 

throughout recent decades. It initially began when Meghalaya tested the Assam Reorganization 

Act of 1971, which gave Blocks I and II of the Mikir Hills to Assam (by and by, the Karbi 

Anglong locale). Meghalaya battles that both these squares shaped piece of the recent United 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills when it was made in 1835. At present there are 12 places of question 

along the 733 kilometer Assam-Meghalaya line. Different states in the area are additionally 

entangled in comparable between state line debates. The longest and bloodiest of these is the 

boundary debate among Assam and Nagaland, which started directly at the origin of Nagaland 

state in 1963. The Nagaland State Act of 1962 had characterized its boundaries as indicated by 

the 1925 warning when Naga Hills and Tuensang Area (NHTA) were incorporated into another 

managerial unit and made an independent region. Nagas, notwithstanding, didn't acknowledge 

the limit outline and requested that Nagaland ought to include the recent Naga Hills and all 

Naga-overwhelmed region in North Cachar and Nagaon areas, which were important for Naga 

region as indicated by the 1866 notice. Since Nagaland didn't acknowledge its informed 

boundaries, strains among Assam and Nagaland before long erupted bringing about the principal 

line conflicts in 1965 at Kakodonga Reserve Forest. From that point forward, fierce conflicts 

along the Assam-Nagaland line have become a normal element, with major furnished 

contentions detailed in 1968, 1979 and 1985. The most recent in this series happened in June 

2007 in Sibsagar area when three towns – Sonapur, Dhekiajuri and Borholla – were assaulted by 

Nagas bringing about the demise of two individuals. Two different conditions of the area that 

were cut out of Assam, to be specific, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram, are likewise entrapped 

in line debates with Assam. At first, both Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram acknowledged their 

advised boundaries with Assam, yet later on began raising the issue of Assamese infringement 

prompting line conflicts. On account of the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh line, conflicts were first 

revealed in 1992 when the Arunachal state government asserted that individuals from Assam are 

building houses, advertises and even police headquarters on its region. From that point forward 

irregular conflicts have been occurring making the line tense. In 2005, for instance, during an 

ousting drive by the Assam government, exactly 100 houses in East Kameng locale of Arunachal 

Pradesh were purportedly set on fire by Assam Police and woodland authorities. Again in 2007, 

pressures erupted along the Assam-Arunachal line when locals from across the boundary 

terminated at a harmony meeting in Assam harming eight individuals. 
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The Assam-Mizoram line, then again, has remained generally quiet regardless of the 

contested idea of the boundary. In any case, there were a couple of occurrences in 1994 and 

in 2007 when pressures along this boundary erupted. But since of opportune mediation by 

the focal government, a significant emergency was deflected and the circumstance was 

immediately managed. Following the 2007 line occurrence, Mizoram announced that it 

doesn't acknowledge the current limit with Assam and that the inward line of the Inner Line 

Reserved Forest as depicted in the 1875 warning under the East Bengal Frontier Regulation 

of 1873 ought to be the reason for outlining the line. Assam is the normal strand that 

interfaces every one of these boundary debates. The main driver of every one of these 

between state line questions can be followed back to the choice to cut out new political 

substances out of Assam. It is important to bring up that this choice was taken under 

convincing conditions. Also, the conceding of statehood to Nagaland in 1963, Meghalaya in 

1972 and Mizoram in 1987 were steps to oblige the regional desires of the Nagas, Khasis, 

Garos, and Mizos.  

Discussion  

Beginning, history and reasons for the contention. The longest and the bloodiest between state 

question is the boundary debate among Assam and Nagaland. The vexed issue of the Assam-

Nagaland line question goes all the back to 1866 when the Naga Hills District was framed. From 

that point forward a progression of occasions spread out throughout the entire existence of these 

two expresses that finished in the development of Nagaland in 1963. The case of Assam and 

Nagaland over the woodland plots along the boundary is in all actuality a line struggle. The 

contested land is guaranteed by private people and networks on the two sides of the authority line 

dependent on chronicled rights. There are a few regions which Assam professes to be important 

for its domain dependent on sacred rights while then again Nagaland makes its cases dependent 

on recorded grounds. Consequently the beginning of the conflicts among the Assam-Nagaland 

line regions lies at the refusal of Nagaland to acknowledge the established limit of the states that 

was characterized by the British rulers. Sundaram Commission suggested a halfway point 

between the two states in mid 1970s/s to which the Nagaland state government disagreed. Before 

the forceful Naga power, Assam became vulnerable thus took help of the Supreme Court in the 

later 1980's. In any case, that has seen no decision throughout the previous thirty years which is 

plainly perceptible in the new anarchic circumstance in the boundary spaces of Golaghat region. 
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The abominations by Naga assailants on individuals of Assam show the continuation of their 

interest to extend Naga territory.The refusal of Nagaland to acknowledge its told borders brought 

forth the strains among Assam and Nagaland and brought about the principal line conflict 

between these two states in 1965 at Kakodonga Reserve Forest. From that point forward, brutal 

conflicts along the AssamNagaland line have become an ordinary element with major equipped 

struggles announced in 1968, 1979 and 1985.1 The line spaces of Assam and Nagaland saw the 

most noticeably awful at any point conflict in 1979 when almost 100 individuals were killed and 

more than 20000 dislodges. However, again in 1985, there was an open conflict between the 

police powers of Assam and Nagaland was made, the line regions were meagerly populated, yet 

presently the expanding populace has changed the circumstance that outcomes in clashes. The 

new clash at Uriamghat in Golaghat locale of Assam is a continuation of repeating clashes that 

have occasionally emitted along the Assam-Nagaland line. Golaghat was once viewed as a 

serene locale, however subsequent to seeing the frightening upheaval during the new Assam-

Nagaland line conflict, it became inadmissible. The conflict was an assault against humankind 

paying little heed to any compassion. The new showdown between the Naga and the Adivasi 

Assamese individuals was incited by the supposed snatching of two Assamese young men by the 

Naga. Accordingly, normally a dissent was there on the Assam side of the line. While managing 

the dissidents, terminating from Nagaland prompted the passing of one and injury to two others. 

Before long the circumstance ran wild with the terrible state of the line occupants of Assam. A 

minor land debate between an Assamese ancestral and a Naga took a genuine turn that 

subsequent in the vicious assault of the Naga heaps of Assam. However, the surprising truth is 

that this isn't interestingly that a conflict happens among Assam and Nagaland. It is only a 

reiteration Conflict is certainly an indication of separating of humankind and loss of solidarity 

and congruity among various gatherings of individuals. The new Assam-Nagaland conflict 

additionally features this. The forceful and brutal assault of the Naga reprobates lead the Adivasi 

individuals of Assam to confront a lamentable condition. They left the entirety of their effects in 

their gutted houses in light of the fact that the reprobates allowed them no opportunity to convey 

anything while at the same time brief. They needed to spend fretful days and evenings as their 

homes were scorched and the risk of being compromised vanquished their psyches. The strain 

was not kidding to the point that the focal government needed to send extra paramilitary powers 

to contain the circumstance. The result of the contention was brimming with pity and misfortune, 
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on the grounds that few individuals needed to dislodge from their own homes to the help camps. 

Haziness overwhelmed the entire region during those days and individuals carried on with an 

existence of vulnerability and weakness. Over these many individuals had lost their lives in this 

contention. Along these lines e perceive how Uriamghat turned into an engaging ground seeing 

the play of blood and tissue emerging from line debate. For the sake of practicing one's force and 

control, a few existences of ordinary citizens were completely destroyed. Incendiarism by Naga 

scoundrels made a feeling of frailty and flimsiness in the personalities of guiltless line occupants 

of Assam. Nothing came as a positive outcome from this contention. Maybe it just expanded the 

separateness between the two states from one another in which they act like adversaries to one 

another regardless of being neighbor states and same pieces of North-East India. The contention 

has been waiting step by step and the guiltless individuals are the victims. Because of absence of 

ideal managerial information by the state governments , the conflicts regularly shift into police 

viciousness. Now and then the circumstances are bothered by the pessimistic jobs played by the 

legislatures of the concerned states. The line debate turned into a group versus history issue as 

the conflict between the Naga and ordinary citizens and many harmed. The boorish torment of 

Assam police upon the unarmed justly fighting individuals changed the entire circumstance. It 

plainly presented the failure of the Government of Assam to handle the genuine skirmish . 

Absence of framework was a significant reason behind the inability to carry dependability to the 

line pressures. Rather than giving security to the people in question, the Assam police assaulted 

them with brutal disposition which was truly discouraging and shocking. Individuals from the 

Assam side of boundary attempted to challenge the boorish demonstration of the Naga with the 

expectation that the specialists were there to help them. Yet, sadly the circumstance had taken a 

contrary turn which constrained everybody of Assam to include in the fight as the contention 

contacted pretty much every circle of Assam through the dissent against the unlawful exercises 

of Assam police.  

Assam–Mizoram 

Struggle between the British and Lushai Hills (Mizo) clans made the two sides feel the 

requirement for a boundary.[5] Cachar (Assam) Deputy Commissioner John Ware Edgar marked 

a deal/limit concurrence with Lushai (Mizo) Chief Suakpuilala in 1871.Following this the limit 

was set apart with 46 limit pillars.One of the primary recorded cases of the authorization of 

political lines among Assam and Lushai Hills (presently Mizoram) was in 1926 when five men, 
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getting back from Shillong (then, at that point Assam), were captured by the then Superintendent 

of Lushai Hills N.E. Parry. In 1933, a notice characterized an Inner Line or Boundary Line 

between then Assam and Lushai Hills locale (Mizoram). The North-Eastern Areas 

(Reorganization) Act, 1971 characterizes the limit among Assam and Mizoram in free India; this 

depends on the 1933 notification. However, the utilization of the 1933 warning in the advanced 

setting is questioned. In 1972 Mizoram was cut out of Assam as an association region, and 

following the Mizoram Peace Accord, in 1987 it turned into a state. At first Mizoram 

acknowledged the line with Assam however following infringement, Mizoram began questioning 

the border.1980s onwards, there have been engagements, little structures have been set ablaze, 

financial barricades have been endeavoured, and in 2021, 6 Assam Police staff kicked the bucket 

in a terminating episode by Mizoram Police. Both sides fault each for this genuine heightening of 

the contention which brought about 80 people additionally getting injured. The focal government 

stepped in to aid de-raising the quick circumstance between the adversary state police powers 

and endeavour a future arrangement. 

Assam–Nagaland 

As with the case of the Assam–Mizoram, the Assam-Nagaland dispute, has a decades old history 

which was worsened by the creation Nagaland as a separate state in 1963.[9] In June 1968, a 

clash between government forces and militants resulted in the deaths of at least 150.Kalyan 

Sundaram was appointed on 7 August 1971 to look into the problem with the specific mandate of 

looking into the border. This resulted in four interim agreements, however in the long run this 

did not have much of an impact on the dispute.[18] Following this some major events in the 

conflict include— 54 killed and 23,500 forced into relief camps in 1979 (between Rengma and 

Karbi tribes); 41 killed including 28 police personnel in 1985 and 17 killed and 10,000 forced 

into relief camps in 2014.Territorial claims of Nagaland in Assam include parts of Golaghat 

district, Jorhat district and Sibsagar district in the Disputed Area Belt (DAB). 

Conclusion 

At long last one might say that the line debates are emerging from individuals' enlivening 

towards their own region. At present individuals become extremely intolerant that stakes 

mankind in the activity of every single savage struggle. In any case, the critical truth is that do 

we truly require boundary of state borders when we are living under similar umbrella called 

North-East India? What improvement will we accomplish in the event that we have obviously 



17 
www.njesr.com 

 

separated bury state limits? Will this load of rough conflicts add to the improvement of the 

provinces of North-East locale of India? So it is an ideal opportunity to think genuinely this load 

of conflicting issues.  

References 

[1]. Cuddy-Keane, M. (2003). Virginia Woolf, the Intellectual, and the Public Sphere. Cambridge 

University Press. 

[2]. Dobraszczyk, Paul. Future cities: Architecture and the imagination. Reaktion Books, 2019. 

[3]. Ratnam, Maya. "Dwelling in the Forest: Nature, Society and Power in Tribal Central India." PhD 

diss., Johns Hopkins University, 2017. 

[4]. Iglesias, Elizabeth M., and Francisco Valdes. "Religion, gender, sexuality, race and class in 

coalitional theory: A critical and self-critical analysis of LatCrit social justice agendas." Chicano-Latino 

L. Rev. 19 (1998): 503. 

[5]. Durkin, Matthew Patrick. "" Unorthodox Conduct": Re-membering Queer Africa in Literature and 

Film." (2017). 

[6]. Basumatary, Nicodim, and Bhagirathi Panda. "A Review of Institutional and Developmental Issues 

in North-East India." Indian Journal of Public Administration 66, no. 2 (2020): 206-218. 

[7]. Van Dyke, Jon M. "North-East Asian Seas-Conflicts, Accomplishments and the Role of the United 

States." The International Journal of Marine and Coastal Law 17, no. 3 (2002): 397-421. 

[8]. Mackenzie, Alexander. History of the Relations of the Government with the Hill Tribes of the 

North-East Frontier of Bengal. Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

[9]. Sinha, S. P. Lost Opportunities: 50 Years of Insurgency in the North-East and India's Response. 

Lancer Publishers, 2007. 

[10]. Bhaumik, Subir. Insurgent Crossfire: North-East India. Lancer Publishers, 1996. 

[11]. Chaube, Shibani Kinkar. Hill politics in north-east India. Orient Blackswan, 1999. 

 

 


	Interstate Border Disputes In The Northeast India
	Abstract
	This paper is an endeavour to examine the between state line debates in north-east India with uncommon reference to Assam-Nagaland line struggle in the line spaces of Golaghat area. The north-east locale of India containing eight states has been bit b...
	Introduction
	Discussion
	Beginning, history and reasons for the contention. The longest and the bloodiest between state question is the boundary debate among Assam and Nagaland. The vexed issue of the Assam-Nagaland line question goes all the back to 1866 when the Naga Hills ...
	Assam–Mizoram
	Struggle between the British and Lushai Hills (Mizo) clans made the two sides feel the requirement for a boundary.[5] Cachar (Assam) Deputy Commissioner John Ware Edgar marked a deal/limit concurrence with Lushai (Mizo) Chief Suakpuilala in 1871.Follo...
	Assam–Nagaland
	As with the case of the Assam–Mizoram, the Assam-Nagaland dispute, has a decades old history which was worsened by the creation Nagaland as a separate state in 1963.[9] In June 1968, a clash between government forces and militants resulted in the deat...
	Conclusion
	At long last one might say that the line debates are emerging from individuals' enlivening towards their own region. At present individuals become extremely intolerant that stakes mankind in the activity of every single savage struggle. In any case, t...
	References
	[1]. Cuddy-Keane, M. (2003). Virginia Woolf, the Intellectual, and the Public Sphere. Cambridge University Press.
	[2]. Dobraszczyk, Paul. Future cities: Architecture and the imagination. Reaktion Books, 2019.
	[3]. Ratnam, Maya. "Dwelling in the Forest: Nature, Society and Power in Tribal Central India." PhD diss., Johns Hopkins University, 2017.
	[4]. Iglesias, Elizabeth M., and Francisco Valdes. "Religion, gender, sexuality, race and class in coalitional theory: A critical and self-critical analysis of LatCrit social justice agendas." Chicano-Latino L. Rev. 19 (1998): 503.
	[5]. Durkin, Matthew Patrick. "" Unorthodox Conduct": Re-membering Queer Africa in Literature and Film." (2017).
	[6]. Basumatary, Nicodim, and Bhagirathi Panda. "A Review of Institutional and Developmental Issues in North-East India." Indian Journal of Public Administration 66, no. 2 (2020): 206-218.
	[7]. Van Dyke, Jon M. "North-East Asian Seas-Conflicts, Accomplishments and the Role of the United States." The International Journal of Marine and Coastal Law 17, no. 3 (2002): 397-421.
	[8]. Mackenzie, Alexander. History of the Relations of the Government with the Hill Tribes of the North-East Frontier of Bengal. Cambridge University Press, 2012.
	[9]. Sinha, S. P. Lost Opportunities: 50 Years of Insurgency in the North-East and India's Response. Lancer Publishers, 2007.
	[10]. Bhaumik, Subir. Insurgent Crossfire: North-East India. Lancer Publishers, 1996.
	[11]. Chaube, Shibani Kinkar. Hill politics in north-east India. Orient Blackswan, 1999.

